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Remote Meeting via Teleconference due to COVID-19 MitigatPc>n ~rts 
Monday, Sept. 27, 2021, at 7 p.m. 


Minutes of the Special Meeting 


1. The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; 

Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Jamie Furness, Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, and Beth Magura, 

recording secretary. Greg Post was absent. A quorum was established. 

Also attending the meeting was Amber Wakley, Town of Stafford grants and marketing specialist. 

2. Review of the minutes of the July 26, 2021, SHAC special meeting 

Becky Kraussmann made a motion to approve the minutes from the 7/26/2021 special meeting; this 

motion was seconded by Jamie Furness. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

3. Discussion of the Historic District project, which is funded by a $20,000 Survey & Planning Grant 
grant from the State Historic Preservation Office. 
Earlier in the day, Amber Wakley, the Town of Stafford grants and marketing specialist, forwarded to 
SHAC members a draft of a Request for Proposals (RFP) to hire a professional architectural historian to 
compile the necessary documentation in support of nominating the Main St./Downtown area as a 
National Register Historic District. 

Ms. Wakley asked that SHAC members review this document and send comments to her as soon as 
possible. The RFP will also be reviewed by SHPO staff, and, to get things rolling, turnaround of 
comments to Amber should be prompt. 

4. Discussion of comments of the Planning and Zoning Commission's related to the Witt building as 

the primary focus of the ongoing $300,000 U.S. EPA's brownfield grant. 

SHAC Chairman Leonard Clark, who is an alternate member of the PZC, had mentioned deliberations 

about the Witt to PCZ Chairman Dave Palmberg. Mr. Palmberg later requested that SHAC Report 1 be 

given to all PZC members for their review. (Interested readers can find this report at the following URI: 

http://records.staffordct.orgl/files!2018!SHAC!09-24-Report%201%20-%20Witt%20School.pdf ) 


The various ideas documented in previous SHAC meeting minutes were hashed over by the PZC with 
comments from SHAC members who attended the PZC meeting as observers. PZC members did not 
favor the idea of selling the Witt building or land in Hyde Park. 

For more details about the PZC meeting, interested readers may wish to read the PZC meeting minutes 
at the following URI: 
http://records.staffordct.orgllfi les!2021!PZ!09-16-M inutes. pdf 

Ms. Wakley reminded SHAC members that the Board of Education has relinquished control of the 
Staffordville School to the Board of Selectmen. The building is in excellent condition and could cost
effectively be adapted for various civic purposes, including as a recreational center on the lake. Thus, 
she urged everyone to keep this in mind now, as deliberations on the Witt building continue. 
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5. Discussion of ongoing work to stabilize the historic Allen Bridge on Spring Street. 
SHAC member Beth Magura contacted Devin Cowperthwaite, director of Public Works, for news about 
CDOT engineering studies of the stability of the bridge abutments. He reported that a draft geotech 
report ofthe borings done in August 2021 had been submitted to CHA (CTDOT's engineering contractor) 
and is still under review at CHA. Mr. Cowperthwaite said that unofficially it was conveyed that the bridge 
underpinnings are several feet of glacial till, a very good foundation yet one considered to be erodible 
and susceptible to scour. So, CTDOT's soils unit will be deciding on how they want to classify the scour 
issue. Mr. Cowperthwaite expects that more information will be forthcoming soon. 

He also reported that the Town's DPW will begin to excavate along the west side of Spring St., where 
until 1990 there had been a curbside drain to collect runoff from nearby higher terrain. On Sept. 23, this 
work started; see Appendix 1 at the end ofthese meeting minutes for photographs. 

Excavation revealed 100-year-old ceramic pipe under the pavement, leading across Hyde Park Road and 
heading to the substructure of the Allen Bridge. Attem pts to clear the pipe with pressurized water were 
not successful. It is projected now that a modern catch basin will be installed on Spring Street, and 15
inch drainage pipe will round the corner and extend along Hyde Park Rd. to connect to a catch basin 
located in the paved area behind the Historical Society Museum. 

SHAC members look forward to a day in the near future when uncontrolled runoff will be diverted away 
from the stonework at the Hyde Park entranceway! 

SHAC Commissioner Becky Kraussmann contacted two State Historic Preservation Office representatives 
to ask about funding for bridge repairs. At this point, SHAC members are unsure whether CTDOT work 
currently underway will encompass historical rehabilitation. 

Jenny Fields Scofield ofthe SHPO said that the Allen Bridge will become listed on the State Register of 
Historic Places as soon as the State Review Board votes to recommend that the proposed Main St./Hyde 
Park historic district be listed on the U.S. National Park Services' National Register of Historic Places. 

Ms. Scofield recommended that, in advance, SHAC would benefit from learning about the process of 
applying for a Historic Restoration Fund grant. She recommended that we talk with Erin Fink or Mary 
Dunne of SHPO to determine if any condition studies or preservation plans would be needed before 
applying for a Historic Restoration Fund grant. 

6. Discussion of input from SHAC for the 2022 Plan of Conservation and Development. 
Ms. Kraussmann will resend her previously written comments on the POCD to all SHAC members again. 
Mr. Clark suggested that these can be discussed at the next SHAC meeting. 

Ms. Magura, who has read the 2012 POCD, asked if the various recommendations mentioned in the 
report are systematically followed up on during the 10-year interval between the reports. (The POCD is 
required by CT statute.) Mr. Clark said that follow up is totally dependent on who is elected to the Board 
of Selectmen and whether those who are elected are inclined to take seriously the POCD. 

The group agreed that these topics will be discussed again. 

7. Public comment. No members ofthe public participated. 

8. Old business. There was no old business. 
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9. New business. 
a. Memorial Hall, meeting of the trustees of the Annette Hyde Colton Trust Fund (AHCTF) on 
9/22/202l. 
Commissioner Jamie Furness briefly reported on attending the AHaF trustee meeting. Her notes were 
sent to SHAC on 9/22/2021. Ms. Furness said Rich Shaffer and Liz Dunay (two of the three current 
trustees-the third being Michael Delano who did not attend the 9/22 meeting) genuinely seem to care 
about the future of Memorial Hall. Plans to publicize the availability of the Hall for use by the public and 
efforts to share the interesting history ofthe Hall via Facebook and a website are ongoing. Ms. Furness 
said that the Stafford Arts Society is planning to do a show at Memorial Hall in November, and she may 
organize a PTO bingo event at the Hall. The VFW, whose lease ends in 2024, continues to operate 
weekly bingo. 

Ms. Magura stopped by at the Hall when en route to Farm Day on 9/12/2021 to photograph the new 
paint job and the various repairs. She said she would create a photo layout to document the work done, 
so that in the future stewards of the Hall will have a record of what was accomplished. The door at the 
ramp, and the concrete steps are still in need of repair. Ms. Magura said that documentation of past 
repairs is scanty, which adversely affects projecting when to plan for repairs. Knowing what materials 
were used would be useful to ensure the compatibility of future work or to learn from past mistakes. 

b. Open-air pavilion idea for the decommissioned Witt building. Ms. Magura said she decided to check 
in on the iconic open-air Wyche Pavilion in Greenville, Sc. Much to her surprise, she learned that its 
owner has plans to enclose it in glass. Interested readers can read about these plans at this URI : 
https:llwww.postandcourier.com!greenville! gree nv ilIes-icon ic-wyche-pavi I ion-priva te Iy-owned

presu med-pu b I ic-and-a-paused-p roject! a rti cle b0635894-d065-11ea-8d 1c-bbOe14e 7 5 f9d.htm I 

10. Adjournment. Becky Kraussmann made a motion to adjourn; Jamie Furness seconded the motion. 

The motion was agreed to unanimously by the group. The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
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Recording Secre ary 


Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 


On the following pages, see Appendix 1, which presents photos of the Department of Public Works 

project to locate a curbside drain that had been elimmated sometime after 1990. SHAC has documented 

that the absence of this dram has resulted in years of runoff, which is causing subsidence of the 

southwestern stonework of the Hyde Park entranceway 
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Appendix 1. 2021-09-23 Phase 1. DPW locating the missing drain at the corner of 

Spring st. and Hyde Park Rd. (exploratory work in the vicinity of the Allen Bridge). 

~1' The old ceramic drain pipe is 
unearthed on the west side of 
Spring Street. 

No luck! The old drainage pipe 
can't be cleared of debris. 
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~ .J, Employees of the DPW remove 
more pavement to see what else can be 
found. Fragments of ceramic pipe an be 
seen in the excavated area. 

f- Further excavation was halted in 
favor of pursuing an alternative plan 
to install a modern catch basin that 
will connect to a drain in the paved 
lot behind the Stafford Historical 
Society Museum. Runoff from 
Highland Terrace and Spring Street 
will be piped to a drain there and 
then flow into the Middle River. It is 
estimated that about 100 feet of 15
inch-diameter drainage pipe is 
needed . Supply-chain slowdowns 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic may 
cause some delay because materials 
are very hard to come by in late 
September 2021 . 

(More photos on next page.) 
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.J., 1990: A view northward to Main Street. This photo shows a drain along the curb 

on the west (left) side of Spring Street. Later, the drain was eliminated. 

l' View of the Allen Bridge from Spring St., looking north toward Main St. In 1990, curbside drains are 
visible on both sides of the street to handle runoff from nearby higher terrain to the south. 
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